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THREE INSCRIPTIONS-GRAFFITI FROM THE CHURCH OF ST. SOPHIA AT
CONSTANTINOPLE

(Summary)

The paper deals with the three graffito inscriptions which were scratched on the sheathing
plates and marble columns in the southern gallery of Hagia Sophia. The first graffito is found
in the western gallery of the church. In its reconstructed form the graffito reads: MI‘O?I)
O\j'/\MHN[‘G TOyTo Y[Heans], i.e. “Igor Ulminge has wrote this”. Paleographic data allow us to
refer the inscription to the second half of the 11th century.

The second one is situated on a marble column of the eastern end of the southern gallery. It
reads: Cearaa Codre [HOMH}\O\J‘H MA]. Ppenns §am, ie. “Svyataya Sofiya [pomiluy mya].
Grechin wrote [it]”. The date of the graffito based on the paleography is thel2th century.

The third inscription is found on a marble column from the balustrade in the western bay of
the south gallery. It reads: H, MOMOZH PABY CROIMY AYLLERH B'BrA(Y), i.e., “Lord, help Thy
poor servant Louka, a fugitive®. The date of the graffito based on the paleography is the end
of the 14th century.
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